Is God Faithful? 
What God is … he is without boundaries! - All off his acts, attributes- Character consistant + limitless. 
A.W. Tazer states “All of Gods acts are consistent with all of his attributes. No attribute contradicts any other, but all harmonise and blend into each other in the infinite abyss of the Godhead:

Today – looking at God’s ”Faithfulness” and including Tazers thought – God’s faithfulness is at the core of his very nature.

Bill Bright – President of Campus Crusade for Christ likens the attributes of God to a car engine. Pistons, fan belts, water pumps, thousands of moving parts, all turning and shifting around within a space- making power to drive the car forward. The parts all work together as components of the whole engine. He suggests that’s the way God’s attributes work too- BUT- then he comes to faithfulness and he likens this to the oil in the engine- that keeps all the parts running smoothly. God’s faithfulness means that each attribute in his character is working at full infinite capacity- at all times- isn’t that great? He goes on …
When does God’s love fail? Never- because he is faithful.

When is God less than holy? Never- because he is pure and he is always faithful to who he is and what he says and does. 

So let’s look a little more specifically at faithfulness then- 
Definition
When we think about being faithful what comes to mind?

Definition- Steadfast, dedicated, dependable, worthy of trust.

The word itself is derived from the Hebrew root having the basic meaning- “to trust (a person)” or “to believe (a statement)”. The same root word gives us the word “Amen”. The meaning of the word being that the one being described as faithful is trustworthy and trusting, dependable and loyal. So when we take this meaning (& we layer on top of this- the thought about God’s attributes then if we define God as faithful we are saying:-
“That everything God says and does is certain.

He is 100% reliable, 100% of the time.

He does not forget, fail, falter, change etc.

He says what he means and he means what he says & does everything he says he will do.

How can we know that God is faithful?
1). The bible tells us he is.

Some examples:- 
1 Corinthians 1 v 4-9: He is faithful in keeping us / sustaining us in our faith,

Psalm 36 v 5 & Psalm 89 v 1

Many passages speak of God being faithful in order to comfort and encourage us. 

1 John 1v 9






Covenanter verses

1 Corinthians 10 v 13 

1 Thessalonians 5 v 23, 24: – He will do it

So we can know God is faithful because the Bible tells us he is, BUT also :-

2.) He models Faithfulness to us
We experience God’s faithfulness in our lives- he keeps his promises to us.

Deuteronomy 7 v 9

Psalm 145 v 13 & 2 Corinthians 1 v 20. The promises are “Yes in Christ”.

Christ himself was a promise- reminder at Christmas time when God fulfilled that awesome promise. 

Galatians 4 v 4,5. Since it is Christmas time – look at  the fulfilment of God’s promise as an example of his faithfulness in keeping his promise to all mankind. But also his faithfulness to Mary and to us. 

“But when the time had finally come” – Read Luke 1 v 26,27. ( Just at the right tine).

That “sixth month” passing reference may not seem important (but it is – it demonstrates God’s faithfulness)

There was an exact time in human history that God had ordered for the appearance of His Son ( What God says- he does- fully consistent- he is faithful). All things were converging to make this ideal moment for the appearance of the Saviour of the World. 
God didn’t decide on a whim - “this looks like a good time”. – it was his précised timed plan. The bible tells us that at precisely the right time in human history the angel appeared to Mary – 9 months before the God ordained moment for the appearance of Jesus.

-The 6th month- not June- had to do with Elizabeth the woman mentioned earlier in the passage- it was Elizabeths 6th month of pregnancy (she had been barren & was now past the child bearing age- But – God was faithful to her. Nothing is impossible with God! This was the appointed time- the promised time for the promised one- God was proving himself faithful.

The angel came at that specific time to a specific woman- Mary, a specific person. God was proving himself faithful,

But what about Mary? She hadn’t had much preparation- had God thought about that?

Read Luke 1 v 28 – 37.

Re-read Luke 1 v 37.There is a word in that verse that is widely achknowledged (among many commentaries)- should have been translated another way. The word translated “thing”- no “thing” should have been translated “Word”, because it refers to the spoken word of God. (remember- faithful- What God says he will do).

When God speaks his word, the word RAMA is used, So what’s being said here is:- 

“For with God, no word shall be without power”.

Amplified Battle:- “For with God, nothing is ever impossible and no word from God shall be without power or impossible of fulfilment”.

With God- when he speaks his word, the Holy Spirit is empowered to fulfil it! It will happen- he will make it happen- He is faithful!

That’s what God said to Mary – the power of God through his Holy Spirit will make this happen- you can trust me on this!

So when God makes a commitment to Mary, to you, to me- we can know its not just words, phrases-his word comes with the promise of fulfilment through the Holy Spirit. 

God is … Faithful.

So we are back to where we started:- 

“That everything God says and does is certain”

He is 100% reliable, 100% of the time.

He says what he means and he means what he says!
In conclusion
What should our response be to this truth?

Read Luke 1 v 38. “May it be to me-as you have said”.

Our response to the truth that God is faithful- … is … to trust him! (Rely and depend on him)

When we do that we open ourselves up to all sorts of possibilities! And Wonders!

Close with- Breath of Heaven- Video / Song (see link below) about mary- Promise- fulfilment and how it is fulfilled- the breath of heaven- The Holy Spirit empowering.

Just have some time to meditate on the thoughts of God’s faithfulness this morning as the song plays.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPbV_HTpyx0
